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The Holocene Natural Environmental Changes in

Eastern China

Xu Xin
(Nanjing University)

Abstract

The environmental changes in eastern China have been distinet for the past 10,500

vears B.P., which are mainly shown as follows:
The temperature and sea level went up again at high speed, the trench valteys we-

re filled up quickly by deposits, the glaciers shrank, the frozen ground moved north

ward or upward, the forests expanded and broad-.leaved trees increased during 10. 500 —
g, oova. B.P.
A higher temperature and higher sea level appeared during 9, 000—6.000a.B.P. and

in the mogt suitable environment during A, 00U—4, 40a.B.P. appeared a series of environ
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menial changes, such as the alternation of new higher temperature and new glacial
period, the expansion of evergreen broad-leaved forest in subtropics, the movement of
coniferous forests from north to south, the enrichment and lacunas of micropalaeobio-
logy fond of warm climate--foraminiferal fossils, the increase and decrease of precipita-
tion, the development and stagnation of peat, etc.

For the past 4,000a.B.P., there has been an environment in which the temperature
and sea level tended to fall, the climate became warm and dry, the evergreen broad-le
aved trees reduced, the river mouths moved outward becasuse of the falling of the sea
level, the trench valleys were cut again, the land surjace was seriously washed, secon-
dary loess was accumulated, the frequency of the climatic undulation was quickened
the change ranges were weakened and the environment went bad. ‘



